Minutes of August 10, 2009


The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm; all members were present.


The meeting minutes of July 21st were approved as corrected.

The meeting minutes of July 27th were approved as corrected.


Ms. White informed the board that the beaver solution has been completed on Leffingwell Road and a total of four different areas have been done, two (2) paid by grant and two (2) paid by paid Town funds.


Mr. Jeremy Stanton appeared before the Board requesting a one day beer/wine permit for a fundraiser to benefit a new business venture.  The event would take place on August 22, 2009 at 155 Norfolk Road with the hours of 4:00 PM – 11:00 PM.  Mr. Stanton advised that he has already asked the Buggy Whip and Southfield Store for parking, which had been granted.  Mr. Stanton also requested that permission be given to use the grassy area of the Lee Memorial Cemetery for parking; Board advised  Mr. Stanton to talk to the Cemetery Commissioners and to contact Mrs. Tammi Palmer for their approval.  The Board suggests that Mr. Stanton speak with Police Chief Farrell about the event and get the regulations regarding alcohol consumption.  A motion was made; seconded and so voted to approve a one day beer/wine permit to Jeremy Stanton at 155 Norfolk Road with serving hours of 4:00 PM to 11:00 PM and a fee of $25.00.  

Mr. Owen Hoberman, speaking on behalf of Mr. Tom Ingersoll, regarding the treatment of the  elm tree by the iron bridge in Southfield.  He advised that Mr. Ingersoll would be unable to fund the treatment cost of $650.00 and if the tree does not get treated it will die like the ones did in Sheffield.  After a brief discussion a motion was made; seconded and so voted 2-0 (Mr. Davis abstaining) to have Webster – Ingersoll Inc. treat the elm tree in Southfield for the cost of $650.00 and the funds would come out of Tree Work Account.  

Mr. Bruce Poor appeared before the Board regarding the matter of offering access to the river which runs through this property on Canaan Southfield Road in case of a fire.  Mr. Poor advised that it is a good piece of land for the Town and he is willingly to give an easement for a hydrant or whatever is needed.  Mr. Loring will have the Fire Department look at the area and report back to the Board and Mr. Poor.

Mr. Tim Newman, member of the Technology Committee, appeared before the Board in regards to applying for a federal grant which is folded in with Franklin County.  Mr. Newman presented a draft letter of support which only need the Chairman's signature.  The Board advised Mr. Newman that they have already sent two letters of support regarding the matter.


Mr. Joe Poindexter appeared before the Board concerning with the run off of rain coming down the hill onto his property at 373 East Hill Road.  The Board advised that it will have the Highway Superintendent look at the site.


It was noted that the Town had received only (1) bid for brush removal and hangers from the December 2008 storm damage. The single bidder was Northern Tree Service out of Palmer, MA.  A motion was made; seconded and so voted to accept the bid in the amount of $12,540.23.  It was noted that the Town would also need to hire at least two monitors for the project and that they could be paid out of the Storm Damage Account at the 75%-25% split of expenses.

Public Hearing for the purpose of establishing regulations regarding parking of motor; towing of motor vehicles; the consumption of alcoholic beverages and marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol and traffic control for road details was opened at 7:00 PM.  It was noted that the only regulations that needed to be established were those covering the Parking of Motor Vehicles, Open Containers (Alcoholic Beverages) and Public Consumption of Marijuana or Tetrahydrocannabinol as the others were all covered under Police Department Policies. After  discussion and review by the  Board and the public in attendance  a motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve as presented all three regulations to be effective immediately.  Copies would be drafted for signatures and forwarded to the Town Clerk.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to close the hearing at 7:20 PM.  


The Board reviewed and discussed the possible renovations of the Town Hall being proposed by the Historical Society.  It was noted that the Society will appear before the Board to present proposals at a future meeting. 

The Board responded to a question regarding the resignation of the Fire Chief.  The Board advised that a mediation session was held with chief and Mediator, James McGarry and that a follow-up session would be scheduled.

The Board reviewed discussed the issue of the disposal of bulky materials at the transfer station and will ask Mr. Roger Levine, Solid Waste Coordinator, to work on a proposal for bulky materials.  The Board also advised that they will not increase the amount of the permit fee this year.
Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Skorput

Administrative Assistant 

