Minutes of April 12, 2010

The meeting was opened at 6:30 PM; all members were present.


The minutes of April 5th meeting were accepted as corrected.

The Board reviewed and discussed a request to appoint Maureen Hosford to the Cultural Council for a term of 5 years not until June 30, 2010 which was done on March 22, 2010.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to amend the appointment of Maureen Hosford to the Cultural Council for a term of 5 years ending on March 22, 2015. 


Robert Litchfield and Joseph Krejci appeared before the Board to discuss purchase of a new ambulance and to express their concern, it is their understanding, that the Finance Committee would like them to use $50,000.00 of the Comstar money to lower the bond required to buy the ambulance. .  They advised the Board that are reserving the fund in order to buy some new equipment for the ambulance and that it is their belief since it is getting harder and harder to staff the ambulance that they might need some of the funds to pay for part-time staff for the ambulance. They therefore would prefer that the Town cover the full amount of any cost for the ambulance purchase.

At 7:00 PM a hearing was called to order for the purpose of establishing the classification of Real and Personnel Property for FY10 with Board of Assessors Marsha Pshenishny and Wendy Miller in attendance.  Mrs. Pshenishny advised the Board that the Town is over the levy limit by $157,479.23.  Mrs. Pshenishny also advised that there are two options that the Town can do; do an override vote or make cuts in the budget for FY 10.  Mrs. Pshenishny suggests that the Town should hold a Special Town Meeting and take the money out of Free Cash Account which has a balance of $168,000.00.  It was noted that the Board would explore into the amounts that could be available in the Overlay Reserve Accounts.  The Board advised that it would look into the matter some more before making any decision.  The Board of Assessors advised the Board that it should adopt a single tax rate for FY11.  Being that there was no further public comment a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adopt a single tax rate for FY11.The Board voted to close the Classification Hearing.

The Board reviewed and discussed the Town of Egremont's last minute decision not to place the amended Regional School Agreement on their Annual Town Meeting Warrant.  It was noted that their decision reminds the Board of Sheffield's decision to reject the Regional budget and the alternate method of payment by the member Towns.  


The Board reviewed and discussed the matter of leasing a new compactor unit for the Transfer Station and using the present one to do paper and cardboard.  It was noted that Roger Levine still needed to research the costs associated with setting up a new compactor and installing a pad and retaining wall for the compaction of the paper and cardboard.


The Board reviewed and discussed the Highway Department's vehicles inventory list with Highway Superintendent Peter Marks.  Mr. Marks advised the Board that he would like an article placed on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant to purchase two F550 type trucks.  The Board will continue to look into the matter before making a final decision.

Mr. Scott Farrell, Police Chief, appeared before the Board to update and discuss the applications received for the Part Time Police Officer Position and advised that sometime in the future he would like to meet and discuss with the Board some personnel issues in the Police Department.  The Chief advises that he has had some conversations regarding the upgrading of the police radios/scanners and that he will check into the time frame of upgrading the equipment.


Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 8:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Skorput
Administrative Assistant 
