Minutes of May 10, 2010

The meeting was opened at 6:30 PM; all members were present.

The meeting minutes of April 6th were approved as prepared.

The meeting minutes of May 3th were approved as corrected.


The Board reviewed and discussed the Special Town Election Warrant set for May 27th.   A motion was made, seconded and so voted to sign the warrant for a Proposition 21/2 Question to raise the levy limit by $175,000.00 and to forward to the Town Clerk for proper posting.

The Board reviewed and discussed the matter regarding appointments to the SBRSD Long Range Planning Committee to represent the Town of New Marlborough. A motion was made, seconded and so voted to appoint Mr. Edgar Zukauskas, Finance Committee member & Mrs. Francine Groener to the Long Range Capital Planning Committee for the Southern Berkshire School District.


The Board inquired on the status of the town cemetery mapping.  It was noted that Tammi Palmer (Cemetery Commissioner) would speak with the person doing the mapping and would send an update to the Board.


The Board discussed and reviewed the Hatchery Road site visit that took place on May 6th. It was noted that there will be another site visit scheduled for Thursday, May 20th and hopefully the engineer will be able to explain some options that the Town could have done to correct the embankment and roadway problems.  It was suggested that Representative Oliver's office should be invited to attend since his office helped in restoring funding.


The Board inquired on the status of the Highway Department's transmission on the loader Peter Marks, Highway Superintendent, advised that a part needed to come in before work started and that the dealer is saying that 40% of the work is covered warranty but he doesn't want to settles below 50% and will push for more once it is known what happened.


Mr. Loring advises that the Fire Department is willing to help out as needed for the Memorial Day parade.  Ms. White will ask. Elizabeth Taylor if she would be interested in being the main speaker.


The Board inquired on the status of the Ambulance Bid Package.   They were advised that the changes had been made and it would be sent out by the end of the week, also that the specifications had been changed to a two wheel drive vehicle. 


Mr. Loring updated the Board on the status of money that was voted for the Lake Buel Watershed District.  He advised that it is still in the preliminary planning stage according to Dan Moritary (member of the Lake Buel District).  Mr. Moritary stated to Mr. Loring that they have been trapping beavers and would like to install a culvert in the future.  Mr. Moritary would come before the Board if it so desired. 


Peter Marks, Highway Superintendent, appeared before the Board to discuss the issue of comp time.  Mr. Marks states that he would like to take three weeks and would like to get paid for the rest since he has earned it.  The Board does acknowledge that there is a problem and would like to resolve it.  There would be a total of 358 hours left after the three weeks off and if paid what account would the funds be drawn from, since it was not a budgeted item.  After discussion Mr. Marks said that he would be willingly to just take the some time off instead of being paid.  The Board agreed to let Mr. Marks have the time off as he needed it.


The Board reviewed and discussed FY11 budgets.  Concerned was expressed on whether the budget would be over the 21/2 limit.  It was advised that once the figures are set for FY10 a preliminary recap could be done to project how close the Town would be to 21/2.

Mr. Davis informed that Board that he is still working with DEP regarding the matter of logs at the transfer station and should have further information by next week’s meeting.


The Board would like to host an informational meeting Thursday, May 20th regarding the over ride question.  It was noted that the Board should be fully prepared to answer all questions.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:50PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Skorput
Administrative Assistant 
