Minutes of September 13, 2010

The meeting was opened at 6:30 PM; all members were present.

The meeting minutes of August 23rd were accepted as corrected.


The meeting minutes of September 7th were accepted as prepared.


Tara White advises that John Schreiber had been in contact with her and informed her that the deadline for grant for the cemeteries is between January and February 2011.


The Board reviewed and discussed the hiring for the position of Part-Time Grader Operator for the Highway Department.  Chair advises that only one application was submitted for the position by Lawrence H. Davis, Jr.  Tara White advises the Board that she would like to see an outline of what the position requires; a job description; along with plans of training of another employee as a back-up.  Larry Davis Jr. advised that he has been doing the grader work for the Town and was questioning if there is a problem with him and/or his work.  The Board would continue the matter later.

Chair advised the Board that he had a letter from Francis Cunningham and that Mr. Cunningham has requested that the letter be read into the record.  The Chair read the following:   


To the Board of Selectmen:



I am writing concerning Larry Davis, Jr.  Two weeks ago I had dinner in New 
Marlborough with a friend I grew up with on South Mountain Road in Pittsfield.  
Spontaneously, out of the blue he said to me, "I have never seen such beautiful dirt road in 
Berkshire County as I have here.'they are rounded and graded". 


I live on Brewer Branch Road and I said, "You should have seen tem six months ago, 
flat with ditches at the shoulder."  Stretches of Hadsell Street past Umpachene were reduced 
to a single lane deeply ditched on the sides, my wife called it "suicide alley".  I repeated my 
friend's compliment to Pete Marks, the present Superintendent of Roads.  Pete said, "That's 
Larry Davis, he crowns and grades the roads". 


This should tell you all we need to know about the competence of Larry Davis and Pete 
Marks and our present good fortune.  We have not had roads cared for like this in years.  
Let's keep them that way.





Sincerely yours,





(Signed)





Francis Cunningham


Ms. White mentions that she has spoken with auditor Greg Winters regarding the completion of the audit for FY10.  She advises that she has done the adjustments he recommended but the Accounting Officer and Tax Collector records do not balance.  She advises that Mr. Winters will be coming out next week to meet with both the Accounting Officer and the Treasurer to resolve the problem.


The Board reviewed and discussed the status of Hatchery Road.  Berkshire Engineering and USDA/NRCS will be contacted as to the status of the project.

Mr. Skorput informed the Board he would like to request a vacation October 5th – 11th.  

Mr. Owen Hoberman appeared before the Board regarding the matter of installing electric service to the Green from the Meeting House.  He asked if it would be possible for the Highway Department to dig the trench for the line.  The Board advised that the smallest bucket the Town had would be too big and therefore cause a large mess to the lawn of the Meeting House.  They advised contacted a local contractor to see if arrangements could be made.

The Chair advised that he would entertain a motion to appoint Lawrence H. Davis, Jr. as a part-time Road Grader Operator.  Tara White made a motion to appoint Lawrence H. Davis Jr. as the Part-time Grader Operator, Motion was seconded and so voted, 2-0.  Selectmen Lawrence H. Davis, III recused himself from discussion and vote.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Skorput
Administrative Assistant 
