Finance Committee Minutes

January 21° 2016

The meeting was called to order at 7:07PM. Present were Mr. John Pshenishny, Mr. Ira
Yohalem, Mr. Mark Carson, Mr. David Herrick, Mrs. Prudence Spaulding,and Ms. Mari Enoch.
Guests present were Mr. Thomas Stalker, and selectmen Ms. Tara White and Mrs. Michele

Shalaby.

Minutes were circulated and accepted as amended Mr. Carson 1%, Mr. Pshenishny 2"

unanimously accepted.

Mr. Herrick stated organization should take place. Mr. Yohalem nominated Mr. Herrick to be
chairman with Mr. Pshenishny 2" passed with Mr. Herrick recusing.

Mr. Yohalem nominated Mrs. Spaulding to be secretary, with Mr. Pshenishny 2" passed with
Mrs. Spaulding recusing.

Mr. Herrick then shared the correspondence he had received. There was to be a National
Municipal Meeting in Boston on Friday January 22™ none of the committee was interested in
attending. The Library had sent a letter to notify the committee that they had had to install a
wooden wall/fence to prevent the water from gathering outside the front door and coming in
to the library during the winter months. The cost was $1,295 and has been paid out of their
operating budget. Since this was an unexpected expense and might result in reducing their
operating budget they may have to come at a later date to get funds from the Reserve fund.

(Letter attached to the minutes).

Mrs. Spaulding then shared the fact that she had been unable to reach Mr. imberman who is a
member of the Finance Committee. He has gone to Florida for the winter months and left no
forwarding address or e-mail. It was decided that Mrs. Spaulding would write to him addressing
the letter to his Great Barrington address and hope that it is forwarded and he responds.

Meanwhile there is a vacancy on the Finance Committee created by the Treasurer’s position
and Mr. Thomas Stalker had indicated by letter to Mr. Herrick that he would be interested in
filling that vacancy. Mrs. Spaulding made a motion to indicate to the selectmen that the
committee would like to have him fill that position, Mr. Carson 2" unanimously approved. The
committee then began to review the existing budgets. It was decided that budgets with salaries
would be put aside and covered later, and it was also decided that capital items would also be

put aside and reviewed at a later date.
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Moderator [10114.00] ($ 145.00) now requesting {$145.00} Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr. Carson 2
passed unanimously.

Finance Committee Expenses [10133.00] ($500.00) level funded {$500.00} Mr. Carson 1% Mr.

Yohalem 2™ passed unanimously.

Town Clerk Expenses [10161.01] ($2,200.00) level funded {$2,200.00} Mr. Carson 1°t Mr.

Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

Town Records Preservation [10161.02] ($5,000) level funded [$5,000} Mrs. Spaulding stated
that she had seen someone looking something up in one of these records and it was impressive
to see how preserved the old records were! Mrs. Spaulding 1t Mr. Carson 2" passed

unanimously.

Election Expenses [10162.00] ($2,225.00) level funded {$2,225.00} Mrs. Spaulding reminded
the members that there would be four elections this year and that the Seniors working under
the Senior Tax Work-off Abatement program allows the town to keep this budget as low as it

is. Mr. Yohalem 1%, Mr. Carson 2™ passed unanimously.

Street Listings [10163.00]($1,000.00) level funded {$1,000,00] Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr.

Pshenishny 2" passed unanimously.

Planning Board-Clerical [10175.00] ($1,300.00) level funded {$1,300.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mrs.

Spaulding 2" passed unanimously.

Planning Board —Expenses ($873.00) level funded {$873.00} Mr. Yohalem 1% Mrs. Spaulding

2" passed unanimously.

Planning Board-Grants [10175.02] ($0) no request for funds thus no vote needed.

Cemetery Officer’s Salaries [20491.00] ($400.00) level funded {$400.00} Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr.
Carson 2" passed unanimously.

Cemetery Expenses [20491.02] ($2,700.00) level funded {$2,700.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mrs.
Spaulding 2" passed unanimously.

Health Agent Revolving [5512.00] ($17,000.00) now requesting {$17,000.00} Mrs. Spaulding 1%,
Mr. Carson 2" passed unanimously.

Library Expenses [500610.01] ($43,700.00) now requesting {$46,977.32} Mrs. Spaulding the
reminded the committee that this budget had to be raised a certain percentage in order to
qualify for the state grant. Mr. Yohalem asked how much money came from the state grant,
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and Mrs. Spaulding suggested that he ask Mrs. O’Brien when he was next in the library! Mrs.

Spaulding 1%, Mr. Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

Library Trustees [50610.03] ($320.00) level funded {$320.00} Mr. Yohalem 1%t Mr. Carson 2™

passed unanimously.

Village Green Maintenance [50650.50] ($4,480.00) now requesting {$3,508.00} Mrs. Spaulding

1%, Mr. Carson 2" passed unanimously.

Memorial Day [50692.00] ($900.00) level funded {$900.00} Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr. Carson 2™

passed unanimously.

Police Office Rental [60210.67] ($6,000.00) level funded {56,000.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr.
Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

Police Department Expenses [60310.99] ($ 22,700.00) now requesting {$22,900.00} Mr.
Yohalem reviewed the breakdown of this budget and expressed concern that the regular
maintenance for the cruiser was only $1,900.00 and that seemed rather low to him. Mrs.
Enoch looked at the amount that was spent so far this year and the account had still 50% of the
funds not spent. Mr. Carson 1%, Mrs. Spaulding 2" passed unanimously.

Emergency Management Expense [60291.01] ($2,250.00) now requesting [$2,150.00} Mr.
Carson 1 Mr. Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

Emergency Management Notification System [60291.05] ($2,750.00) now requesting
{$2,500.00} Mr. Harvey explained (on an additional piece of paper) that the cost had diminished
because there were fewer people using this service. Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr. Carson 2™ passed

unanimously.

Animal Expense [60293.77] ($1,660.00) level funded {$1,600.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr. Yohalem
2" passed with Mrs. Spaulding recusing.

911 Coordinator Expenses [60295.00] ($500.00) level funded {$500.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr.

Berkshire County Communications [60299.00] ($9,137.00) now requesting {$9411.11} the
Committee was reminded that this paid for the dispatcher. Mrs. Spaulding 1%, Mr. Carson 2"

passed unanimously.

Board of Health Salaries [70510.00] ($1,250.00) level funded {$1,250.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr,

Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.
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Board of Health Expenses [70510.01] ($2,500.00) level funded {$2,500.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr.
Pshenishny 2" passed unanimously.

Community Health Program [70521.00] ($1,000.00) level funded {$1,000.00} Mr. Yohalem 1%,

Mr. Carson 2" passed unanimously.

Visiting Nurse [70522.00] ($2,477.00) now requesting {$2,520.00} Mr. Carson 1%, Mr. Yohalem

2" passed unanimously.

Council on Aging Transportation [70541.00] ($5,497.00) now requesting {$5,606.94} Mrs.
Spaulding stated that this reflects a raise of $109.94 and this is the first raise that this agency
has asked from since 2001. They have been coming to New Marlborough several times a week
and have been used by the seniors for transportation to shop and to go to medical
appointments. Mr. Yohalem 1%, Mr. Pshenishny 2" passed with Mrs. Spaulding recusing.

Council on Aging Expenses [70541.01] { $300.00) now requesting {$550.00) Mr. Carson 1%, Mr.
Pshenishny 2" passed with Mrs. Spaulding recusing.

Senior Tax Work-Off Abatement Program [70560.01] ($100.00) now requesting {$150.00} Mrs.
Spaulding stated that the seniors did a great deal of work for the town and saved the town
money particularly when it came to elections. Mr. Carson 1%, Mr. Pshenishny 2" passed with

Mrs. Spaulding recusing.

Ambulance Loan (S127, 494.00) now requesting 0 since this loan has now been paid in full.

214 Highway Truck Loan [80750.19] ($25,680.00) now requesting {$25,680.00} Mr. Yohalem
1%, Mr. Carson 2" passed unanimously. Note on the last year’s payment breakdown the

amount quoted is $25,260.00!

2013 Highway Truck Loan [80750.17] ($40,832.00) now requesting {$39,795.00} Mr.Carson 1%,
Mr. Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

Loader Loan [80750.20] ($18,951.00) now requesting {$18,714.00} Mr. Yohalem 1%, Mr. Carson
2" passed unanimously.

2015 Highway Truck Loan [80750.22] ($49,060.00) now requesting {$48,168.00} Mrs. Spaulding
1%, Mr. Yohalem 2" passed unanimously.

The following budgets were held because they were salaried items.

Town Clerk Salary [10161.00]

Cemetery Salaries [20491.02]
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Library Salaries [50610.03]

Police Salaries [60210.04]

Emergency Management Salaries [60291.00]

Board of Health Clerical [70510.02]

The following budgets were returned to Mrs. Enoch:-

New Marlborough Rescue [60291.77] figures did not add up!

Fire Truck [80750.23] should this payment begin in 20177

Berkshire County Retirement [90911.00] why is the rate so high?

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held on January 28" at 6:30PM.

A motion was made to adjourn at 8:35PM Mr. Carson 1%, Mr. Yohalem 2" passed immediately!

Respectfully submitted

Prudence Spaulding, Secretary.
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