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New	  Marlborough	  Planning	  Board	  
Wednesday,	  March	  20,	  2013	  

	  
Call	  to	  order:	  7:09	  pm	  
Members	  Present:	  Jamie	  Mullen,	  Chair;	  and	  Members:	  Patricia	  Hardyman,	  Charlie	  Parton,	  and	  Holly	  
Morse.	  
	  
Review	  of	  Minutes:	  Minutes	  from	  the	  March	  6th	  meeting	  of	  the	  Planning	  Board	  (PB)	  were	  approved	  on	  
correction	  of	  a	  couple	  typos.	  
	  
Review	  of	  Mail:	  Mail	  included	  three	  Public	  Hearing	  notices:	  

1. Sandisfield	  -‐	  Public	  Notice	  of	  a	  hearing	  on	  April	  8th	  at	  8	  pm	  in	  the	  Town	  Hall	  regarding	  an	  
application	  for	  a	  special	  permit	  from	  Constance	  D’Andrea	  to	  expand	  the	  existing	  Silverbrook	  
Café	  to	  include	  operation	  of	  a	  grocery	  license,	  frozen	  food	  retail,	  bakery,	  and	  antique/gift	  shop.	  

2. Great	  Barrington	  -‐	  Public	  Hearing	  on	  April	  22nd	  to	  review	  a	  special	  permit	  submitted	  by	  Construct	  
Incorporated	  for	  construction	  of	  a	  2-‐familiy	  home	  on	  a	  single	  lot	  located	  at	  314	  state	  road	  in	  
Great	  Barrington.	  

3. Sheffield	  –	  Public	  Hearing	  to	  review	  proposed	  changed	  to	  the	  by-‐laws	  regarding	  the	  table	  of	  
uses,	  temporary	  moratorium	  on	  medical	  marijuana	  treatment	  centers,	  and	  commercial	  building	  
requirements.	  	  

	  
Status	  of	  Bylaw	  Revisions:	  

• Scheduling	  a	  Special	  Town	  Meeting:	  	  Mr.	  Mullen	  reported	  that	  he	  spoke	  with	  Michael	  Skoput	  
(Administrative	  Assistant	  for	  the	  Select	  Board)	  regarding	  scheduling	  of	  a	  special	  town	  meeting.	  
He	  replied	  that	  there	  are	  usually	  two	  special	  town	  meetings	  -‐-‐	  one	  in	  June	  and	  another	  in	  the	  
autumn.	  	  In	  light	  of	  this	  information,	  the	  PB	  members	  agreed	  that	  the	  June	  Special	  Town	  
Meeting	  was	  the	  best	  option	  for	  vote	  on	  the	  bylaw	  revisions.	  	  

• Scheduling	  the	  public	  hearing	  prior	  to	  the	  public	  meeting	  as	  required	  by	  MGL:	  	  Notices	  must	  also	  
be	  sent	  to	  the	  abutting	  towns	  at	  least	  two	  weeks	  prior	  to	  the	  public	  hearing.	  	  
Ms.	  Hardyman	  suggested	  the	  Board	  use	  “doodle”	  survey	  to	  poll	  PB	  members	  as	  to	  potential	  
dates	  and	  times	  for	  the	  public	  hearing.	  Tentative	  dates	  identified	  for	  the	  poll	  were:	  	  

o Saturdays	  –	  May	  11	  or	  18	  at	  10	  am	  
o Tuesdays	  –	  May	  21st	  or	  28th	  6:30	  pm	  
o Thursday	  –	  May	  16th,	  23rd,	  or	  30th	  

Mr.	  Mullen	  will	  check	  with	  BRCP	  regarding	  time	  requirements/limitations	  between	  any	  public	  
hearing	  and	  the	  vote	  on	  a	  bylaw	  revision	  at	  a	  regular	  or	  special	  town	  meeting.	  

• Hosting	  additional	  public	  info	  meetings:	  Mr.	  Parton	  expressed	  concerned	  that	  additional	  
information	  meetings	  prior	  to	  the	  public	  hearing	  may	  create	  public	  fatigue	  and	  decrease	  public	  
participation	  at	  the	  public	  hearing.	  

• Reprinting	  the	  Hartsville	  village	  center	  district	  map.	  Mr.	  Mullen	  checked	  with	  BRCP	  regarding	  
the	  Hartsville	  map.	  	  Mr.	  Mullen	  need	  only	  to	  take	  the	  revised	  map	  to	  the	  BRCP	  Office.	  He	  will	  do	  
so	  this	  week.	  

	   	  
Public	  Outreach	  Activities:	  Discussed	  were	  options	  for	  maintaining/building	  public	  interest	  in	  the	  bylaw	  
revisions.	  Options	  identified	  were:	  

• Write	  an	  article	  in	  the	  May	  edition	  of	  the	  Five	  Village	  News	  and/or	  Berkshire	  Record	  to:	  
o Highlight	  the	  following	  changes	  to	  the	  draft	  bylaw:	  	  

ü Removed	  prohibitions	  for	  fur	  farming,	  swine	  farming	  and	  meat	  processing	  plants;	  and	  	  
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ü Included	  definition	  for	  grandfathering	  
o Present	  the	  Table	  of	  Permitted	  Uses	  as	  providing	  “choices”	  for	  individuals	  for	  the	  use	  of	  

their	  land/structures	  rather	  than	  regulating	  uses	  and	  business.	  	  
o Identify	  special	  permits	  as	  tools	  for	  others	  to	  learn	  about	  change	  within	  their	  communities.	  	  
o Create	  a	  chart	  that	  compares	  the	  number	  special	  permits	  and	  uses	  in	  the	  draft	  by-‐laws	  

versus	  the	  current	  by	  laws.	  (Mr.	  Parton	  drafted	  a	  chart;	  Ms.	  Hardyman	  agreed	  to	  create	  a	  
chart	  for	  publication	  using	  graphic	  software.)	  

• Radio	  interviews	  –	  Mr.	  Mullen	  will	  contact	  the	  local	  radio	  stations.	  
	  
Meeting	  Adjourned:	  8:45	  pm	  	  
	  
Submitted	  by	  Patricia	  Hardyman	  
Acting	  as	  Secretary	  
	  
	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  


