
PLANNING	  BOARD	  MINUTES	  
JANUARY	  4,	  2012	  

	  
The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  7:10	  p.m.	  with	  J.	  Mullen,	  P.	  Hardyman,	  and	  H.	  Morse	  
in	  attendance.	  	  
	  
The	  meeting	  opened	  with	  a	  joint	  review	  of	  the	  grant	  application	  for	  a	  DLTA	  grant	  that	  
would	  facilitate,	  if	  awarded,	  continued	  support	  from	  BRPC	  to	  finalize	  the	  boundary	  lines	  
for	  village	  center	  districts	  and	  execute	  public	  outreach.	  Brian	  Domina’s	  narrative	  for	  the	  
application	  was	  reviewed.	  The	  Board	  agreed	  it	  summarized	  the	  work-‐to-‐date,	  and	  the	  
scope	  of	  work	  that	  a	  new	  grant	  should	  cover,	  perfectly.	  P.	  Hardyman	  agreed	  to	  finish	  
the	  application	  with	  the	  inclusion	  of	  this	  narrative.	  J.	  Mullen	  would	  present	  the	  DLTA	  
application	  to	  the	  Select	  Board	  at	  its	  January	  12th	  meeting	  for	  its	  approval.	  	  
	  
The	  minutes	  from	  the	  December	  21st	  meeting	  were	  reviewed	  and	  approved.	  The	  Board	  
discussed	  approved	  minutes	  that	  are	  not	  currently	  posted	  on	  the	  official	  New	  
Marlborough	  website.	  P.	  Hardyman	  volunteered	  to	  see	  that	  all	  available,	  approved	  
minutes	  are	  correctly	  posted	  to	  the	  site.	  	  
	  
H.	  Morse	  discussed	  communication	  from	  Joe	  Poindexter,	  the	  editor-‐at-‐large	  for	  the	  
February	  issue	  of	  the	  NM5VN	  (New	  Marlborough	  Five	  Village	  News),	  in	  response	  to	  the	  
article	  published	  in	  their	  January	  issue	  (written	  by	  H.	  Morse),	  covering	  the	  draft	  
proposed	  bylaw	  for	  village	  center	  districting.	  The	  paper	  has	  requested	  a	  follow-‐on	  
article	  from	  the	  Planning	  Board.	  J.	  Poindexter	  had	  several	  questions	  that	  H.	  Morse	  had	  
attempted	  to	  answer	  such	  as	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  term	  “rural	  residential”.	  J.	  Poindexter	  
had	  suggested	  maps	  showing	  the	  proposed	  village	  districts	  could	  be	  published	  in	  the	  
paper	  as	  part	  of	  the	  follow-‐on	  article.	  The	  Board	  agreed	  that	  maps	  would	  not	  be	  legible	  
at	  that	  scale	  and	  furthermore	  that	  the	  boundaries	  are	  not	  yet	  fixed.	  Discussion	  turned	  to	  
the	  plan	  for	  outreach	  and	  what	  piece	  of	  the	  public	  education	  on	  the	  proposed	  By-‐laws	  
could/should	  the	  paper	  handle.	  The	  suitability	  of	  directing	  interested	  readers	  to	  the	  
town	  website	  for	  the	  draft	  table	  of	  uses	  (and	  maps)	  was	  discussed.	  It	  was	  agreed	  that	  
the	  best	  format	  for	  dissemination	  of	  the	  proposed	  revised	  By-‐laws	  is	  a	  public	  meeting	  
where	  the	  Planning	  Board	  is	  on	  hand	  to	  answer	  questions	  and	  receive	  direct	  feedback.	  
H.	  Morse	  will	  meet	  with	  Joe	  Poindexter	  to	  discuss	  his	  ideas	  for	  a	  follow-‐on	  article	  and	  
will	  report	  back	  to	  the	  Board.	  	  
	  
The	  Board	  then	  addressed	  the	  information	  learned	  at	  its	  December	  21st	  meeting,	  that	  
the	  Historical	  Commission	  is	  starting	  to	  formulate	  a	  guide	  for	  building	  and	  design	  
restrictions	  in	  Mill	  River	  and	  New	  Marlborough	  that	  flow	  from	  those	  villages’	  National	  
Historic	  designations.	  MacKenzie	  Greer	  had	  clarified	  during	  the	  Board’s	  December	  21st	  
meeting	  that	  a	  National	  Historic	  designation	  does	  not	  support	  such	  restrictions.	  For	  
some	  of	  the	  restrictions	  considered	  by	  the	  Historic	  Commission	  a	  “Local	  Historic”	  
designation	  is	  required.	  The	  Planning	  Board	  agreed	  that	  the	  revised	  Protective	  By-‐laws	  
should	  be	  co-‐ordinated,	  where	  possible,	  with	  any	  historical	  designations/restrictions	  



sought	  by	  the	  Historical	  Commission.	  To	  that	  end,	  the	  Board	  will	  invite	  the	  Commission	  
or	  a	  representative,	  to	  attend	  either	  the	  January	  18th	  or	  February	  1st	  meeting	  of	  the	  
Planning	  Board	  to	  discuss	  the	  overlap	  between	  the	  two	  initiatives.	  	  
	  
All	  business	  having	  been	  concluded,	  the	  meeting	  adjourned	  at	  8:40	  p.m.	  
	  
Submitted	  by:	  
	  
Holly	  Morse	  
(Acting	  as	  Secretary)	  
	  
	  
 
 
 


