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PLANNING	  BOARD	  MINUTES	  
May	  2,	  2012	  

	  
The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  7:05	  pm	  with	  the	  following	  present:	  	  J.	  Mullen,	  P.	  Hardyman,	  H.	  
Morse	  and	  Brian	  Domina	  and	  Mackenzie	  Greer	  from	  Berkshire	  Regional	  Planning.	  
	  
The	  minutes	  of	  March	  7,	  2012	  meeting	  were	  approved.	  
	  
The	  Board	  reviewed	  the	  assessors’	  map	  of	  the	  currently	  plotted	  neighborhoods.	  Although	  hard	  to	  read	  
in	  black	  &	  white,	  it	  appeared	  that	  most	  of	  the	  “neighborhoods”	  matched	  those	  identified	  on	  the	  draft	  
village	  center	  maps.	  	  Discussed	  were	  the	  potential	  impacts	  of	  the	  proposed	  changes	  in	  lot	  size	  
requirements	  on	  the	  assessed	  values.	  	  The	  changes	  might	  require	  additional	  work	  by	  The	  Board	  of	  
Assessors.	  Mackenzie	  suggested	  giving	  the	  assessors	  a	  couple	  of	  test	  parcels	  to	  determine	  the	  impact	  of	  
the	  proposed	  changes	  to	  the	  intensity	  table.	  The	  Board	  will	  also	  request	  an	  electronic	  map	  from	  the	  
assessors	  to	  compare	  with	  the	  proposed	  village	  districts.	  
	  
Patricia	  had	  spoken	  with	  the	  Marsha.	  Patricia	  could	  not	  explain	  the	  Assessors’	  process	  for	  valuations	  and	  
identification	  of	  neighborhoods.	  Patricia	  understood	  that	  the	  value	  couldn’t	  be	  above	  3%	  of	  a	  formula	  
derived	  from	  local	  property	  sales.	  	  The	  Board	  decided	  that	  it	  would	  ask	  to	  be	  placed	  on	  the	  Board	  of	  
Assessors’	  meeting	  agenda	  for	  May	  21st	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  Assessors’	  process	  for	  creating	  
neighborhoods,	  etc.	  	  
	  
The	  flyer	  describing	  the	  Planning	  for	  Village	  Centers	  was	  reviewed	  and	  revised	  so	  handouts	  will	  be	  ready	  
for	  the	  Town	  Meeting	  on	  May	  7th.	  	  
	  
Moving	  forward,	  the	  Board	  needs	  to	  have	  a	  public	  hearing	  at	  least	  45	  days	  prior	  to	  a	  Special	  Town	  
Meeting	  	  (STM)	  to	  satisfy	  MA	  General	  Law	  and	  the	  by-‐law	  changes	  would	  need	  to	  be	  advertised	  two	  
times	  within	  two	  weeks.	  The	  Board	  decided	  to	  inquire	  with	  the	  Culture	  Counsel	  about	  an	  informational	  
booth	  at	  Burritt	  Day	  (August	  18th)	  and	  then	  move	  on	  with	  the	  public	  hearings	  and	  requesting	  a	  Special	  
Town	  Meeting	  date.	  	  This	  way,	  any	  suggested	  changes	  to	  the	  Bylaws	  can	  be	  incorporated	  into	  the	  
document	  before	  the	  STM.	  
	  
Brian	  distributed	  the	  updated	  revisions	  to	  the	  Bylaw	  and	  an	  updated	  Table	  of	  Permitted	  Uses	  and	  raised	  
questions	  about	  several	  sections	  of	  the	  Bylaw:	  

• Section	  5.3—Conversion	  of	  an	  Existing	  Principal	  Structure	  without	  Meeting	  the	  Dimensional	  
Requirements.	  Brian	  indicated	  the	  definition	  of	  “principal	  structure”	  was	  too	  broad.	  The	  original	  
intent	  of	  this	  section	  was	  to	  encourage	  housing	  options.	  The	  heading	  was	  revised	  to	  read:	  
“Conversion	  of	  a	  Residential	  Structure	  or	  any	  Permitted	  Use	  as	  Allowed	  by	  Section	  3.2	  (E)(1).	  

• Section	  5.4-‐-‐-‐Accessory	  Dwellings	  conflicts	  with	  Intensity	  Table.	  Presently,	  NM	  Accessory	  
Dwelling	  bylaw	  provides	  only	  for	  freestanding	  buildings.	  It	  does	  not	  include	  the	  conversion	  of	  
other	  buildings	  such	  as	  attached	  garages	  into	  accessory	  dwellings.	  The	  Board	  decided	  that	  this	  
should	  be	  addressed	  and	  included	  in	  the	  by-‐law	  changes.	  The	  Intensity	  Table	  will	  be	  changed	  to	  
reflect	  the	  deletion	  of	  the	  columns	  that	  delineate	  requirements	  for	  additional	  land	  per	  
additional	  dwelling	  and	  additional	  frontage	  per	  additional	  dwelling.	  	  
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The	  next	  meeting	  with	  Brian	  and	  MacKenzie	  will	  be	  on	  June	  6th.	  At	  that	  time,	  they	  will	  bring	  maps	  to	  
reflect	  the	  recommended	  village	  center	  districts,	  responses	  to	  the	  Board’s	  questions	  to	  BRCP,	  and	  
updated	  documents	  to	  reflect	  the	  evening’s	  decisions.	  	  
	  
The	  meeting	  concluded	  at	  9:55	  pm.	  
	  
Submitted	  by:	  
	  
	  
Tara	  White	  
Secretary	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


